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My dear Mr. Hoover; 

I think I owe you an apology for what was, apparently, an attempt 
to "break in on the privacy of a very busy man trying to get a little well 
earned rest. Had I realized the circumstances were as I later found them 
to be, I assure you I would not have sent the message which I did. 

What I wanted to talk over with you was the apparent -plan to orgari - 
ize some sort of a group for the purpose of counter-espionage work. I 

■think you know something of what my activities in this connection were 

during the war and how intimately and smoothly the Military- Intelligence 
worked with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, at that time under Bruce 
Bielaski. While I make no claim to being an expert in organization, I did 
gain a certain amount of experience during that period along certain 
lines which I think might be valuable. It was about this that I wanted to 
talk with you, from a purely personal standpoint. As of course you knraw, 
I am now on the retired list and have no official connection whatever with 
the Military Intelligence Division of the General Staff. During my entire 
active service I was. connected with Intelligence work of one kind or anoth 
er and have never lost my interest in such matters. And since my retire - 
ment in 1929^-LJa ave been working.' in a purely personal wa y_«_along anti- 
subversive lines and thus have kept fairly well abreast of what is go-ir-^ 
oh in this country of ours beneath the surface. It _was.. the refore , wi ( " tJt 
;Ehe thought some of j n y experiences might be valuabTe~to i ^^nd_thg_g( 
ern ment should you ^"as I sincerely hope wlli be the case - be cha rge^ 
with tne organization of Ahis proposed group_J 

Again with apologias for hav£ing, unwittingly, tried to invade 
privacy, I am ifV - 
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!!r; J . Edgar Boovfer : . - j-.* 1 ^**^" : ; 
federal Bureau" of lav^atigatloib 1 - * •. '/'•:**'"*•;'... \-' 

» tT» S. Jjepartaent -of f. jt&ti'ce: , ._• •. /■ I.*- 

"Washington, D» . C . 7 -<; »V:-"'""*--> r ~"\ ' 



r , ,Vi •.;„"; had. "iC Xengthy'-'idBit i&iib ■ gene ral -fe- -fift t^^8^y^;,^e1^red^ and , in-;, >,v¥t x 
'!;•'; , : . > : -. formed him you were exceedingly sorry not to have beenVabl^Vlip- •d^e^'C'-;." > .v ; ( , tO:' 
>. ), , him -j64 .your recent visit ,io , California; but that the pressure, qP~ i'.'l. ; , £ \ 
v f: '■ ■■' j /? ^^f^ioiH'. matters ; in TTasblngtpn necessitated ; your' returning-' toVfthafc-. i: \<V. ■>" " 5 i "V^-'iCS ; 
%rl"j' y '*:4 f\' ; ^££^ /a : J£es>$t{th^^ 

>'*./! ftfttS.-nd'* tinDortunitvVfor;' uroii'^ visit tilth Mm. •' 'He* understands . ex- :■•*"«: Y- -I?' fyk 




; ; : ; "relatibnship^p^ the"'. Bureau ahd the '.various " : j ;- r :;;Y*>\\.&* 

;•' ;> ; ;f^telll'gende units and he; .appeared pleased to^ow ;thls as'*he v ;|tated : . /'!;;/'*. : * r f§' 

t;,Vv<%' : ! ;V." M -ybis .wo^'jjdV'jw, the.^o'rk; -of the. B-ureatt; : 'wpxxld be; tremendously '•' 
'^'T^x^;^-' bahdicapped*- ? J • asked^hiM'; for any definite ' info.maatioh. "thai- he; desired V;' , •• :", j., 
J ; Z; \ 'r m'e. W!convey^to^u but j> other thari be had Jjjfchd. .' '"- V . ; : ' 

'-sj"'.' J ::.> -v : '•%.;/*,•'*:•;■%".,".*■ '■* ' •"■ -T - , *'""'-. j' . ' >"-••-»»>*- •.':*-;" : '*." - ',';>-;' : .V'-l.' ,, '." . '^»'r 

•> -*>• v / ? ;T^v -i-vrM-' : • ".v'« .- -yhe . .deneraiibas . "repea^edly/oltered''^ )nak^;^bis^i^ire>K v .'yVQ '.>".'.'•«<* • 
•r- • : *7 '/'Ai: ^ef^^labJ* '•'%>'• .ii^icB . ind; ^;:jbtie..[B]dreau-'ana'* it.^asVf ^l^Saed 
;' /•> "V. ' '., \to bim that ; at ..this - timia it did'Jnot ; , appear, 'desirable -to * ! o>btiain . allj" ; : .'"• ,*.X; : v ' , 
,^ ; *• ;" v Infb^j^wa; f TOm'Ma' .iilf^i "beiiievfcak portions, of It, would be/ye- '.a'^'.j;-''- J/ ; 




•V-:: ?: -v.. : * V r . >; - ' , :«'r- ; ' -v.--;* :r /". A ;/ •vv'C 

^-<^r- ■ \ , - -C - c;;;v \, ; > . -/-• - . : ;y.-: ■• * u '} :*r*-M& v v 

.. -fe-V w,,:,.. -.r;;^..-/,, , ( ^..* > v 

••••• % ; ; >--vl- i ^ ' £ ; ij&f General appeared-^preciatlve of ^.calling upon JiSm : : ^ V;:'\. • ^fij 

be iii'ltoucll *" 
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General B# 8« Vail Soman' 
3141 Curlew Street' 



' - ' . ■ Waiter ■$£■ fft&y 8, ha£| isa'en itece£Y$$ 

"y. ';- •.• - ty ^e*. "I rasd 'this ddsawniOts.iion vi^h.a "groat* , . 
, - " - . / daal of Intareut,- .-'SH.'Stts particularly gXad: tosses you 

'.' y t -flifaek yw* mvv tfc^ijtogtajsi^ md t ^m% toyQ>^t&&&:-.. .. 
*• 'J u ,r , /V -to you w einoero .apprQdi&tion. for you? st^gostions • _ . 
.- '• : ;. ;y' "..^n4 sontri^tiQno diiring the .enures, of the mGotings v. - •. 
;' : * ! ' y of itiv Batio^-'.^t^aiigeaQe Ck>n£$tsnce, ; .- .; - , <; •• -.v. 

r/ '-V' * ." ; • X ■« deeply ; gratif ied at ths;faot. th^t. -you ^'' : r 

; . .•■» V/'-. <^fc&i#n$ tp.' thittlc- about* ttieoo. problem of .itttsliigeiice 
,C 7:- -iy- <, wtjt "s&F':viWi3f tp ftup |tat$JMtel-, sad. &terjK4i "•. ,v.,-y 
'•'•'•'*';•■•;'•{' ■•' JMMnti&ty*' 6&d' I ho|?3 tb# you s&SlX: ■ .ty-gtat. y ' ; 

»V* -'y; . •' . " ^ougutf -t&eas mtt^-'-and 'to send. your. i<k:as 4ttst' 8» • 
• . - : •• ; * ■ . • ym && W yoiir Xbitm*. W- *?tOy ^ ^utii . taf d»nuie ' W ? '. -.: 
y " '*' "' ' , : * iftsnt protection: ^w'*-" lour ^e\^^'§ot^a : :app3?oac!V'io.' the y; 
' .** ••• •' ptqliXm of 'prOTenting pf'ftfc .Xflfist rodiieing •to.?,d- jaipim®^ v 
L.--V . • «?$fert sfl^otige sstiyitlog. in' Various induatrii^: pi^ts-- • 

v ;• W: J'' : • ' . ;, yptjr. k«e>«J.e4g&' oud •voltt&bl© , o;{pai*ijEaiid^'. in '!th4§.- fio^a^: ■ ; - 
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; Bure^ ifet tl)i# tlc.e,. and tre aro adapting your '^gs^ilpife.^t^iW^^^^w 
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_ v-t .<•- - ;-r- •• 
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\ V&pidly ^-iS.^^bictjfV •' /•> lr ; ;? * .0 1 ' -V, 

v " '" '■>; ,- : . **"'...»>-.; " 

• . • J' •^en* y6»; to^nig^SMte 'fa cpsrsspaieate, j&th. 

along this and -siiai-ieii? 3ti»ea ^t eny- ti©e$ : iji S&ctj. 
T-*s»1» cdraiaia^ .iip^to. your mtgg'esi&siwj* wi&cli.ape 



J t Sflgar Hooves ■ 
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The method of installing this system will, naturally, differ with the 
various plants. In some it can be well left to the plant management, while in 
others it will have to be set up without the knowledge of the management. The 
first essential is the selection of a suitable man in the plant who job it will 
be to find the men with the qualif ications mentioned above and whose regular work 
finds them in the locations in the plant most exposed to the operations of sabo- 
teurs. When conditions make it possible, this selection should be made by the 
head of the plant or by some one selected by him for the purpose. Where that is 
not advisable, then by some one selected by your bureau and without the knowledge 
of the management. The second essential is the selection of the proper men as ob- 
servers. The third is that the observer should not know the identity of any other 
observer in the plant. He will probably be sure that there are other men doing 
work similar to his own but he should not know their identity. He should only 
know the man who has selected him for the work and to whom he should report his 
observations. The fourth is the working out of a simple and safe means of communi- 
cation between the observer and the man in charge of the system. And the fifth 
is the establishment of a system of rapid and confidential communication between 
the man in charge and the nearest local office of your bureau, to which all 
essential information should he transmitted promptly. This is not just a theoret- 
ical system. It is the one we used during the World War, not only in the manu- 
facturing plants and munition plants and arsenals but also in the Army itself. 
Naturally, the fact that such a system was in existence should be carefully guarded. 
If it became generally known, its usefulness would be greatly impaired. 

At this period, of course, we must expect that the first attack by the 
saboteurs will be in the aircraft industry. That that attack will begin as soon as 
the totalitarian governments believe their cause is being injured by the number of 
planes being made available to Great Britain, I think there can be no question; 
Now the most dangerous sort of sabotage in the aircraft plant is that which even 
careful inspection will not reveal but which will only become apparent after the 
plant has been placed in service. That such sabotage is possiblf there is no 
question. V/ith this in mind I have had the paper which accompanies this letter pre- 
pared. It was drawn up by two men who have actually vjorked in the airplane industry 
for years and who are thoroughly familiar v/ith every detail of the building of an 
airplane because they have, themselves, done the actual work in the plants. Natural 
ly, the danger spots will differ slightly with the various types of airplanes and 
with each particular plant. But this paper will, I think, serve as a basis and can 
be readily modified to suit the different types of plants and plants. 

I am submitting these papers simply for your consideration and for such 
use as you may think they warrant. I am sure you know me well enough to know that 
I have not the remotest intention of suggesting to you how to carry out this or any 
other phase of the work with which you have been charged. I am, of course, too old 
to take an active part in what lies ahead of us but I feel that I owe it to the 
country and to you personally to offer what suggestions I am able, based on experi- 
ences of a similar period in our history. If these suggestions have any element of 
helpfulness I am glad; if they do not appear to you to have such value, just file 
them in the wast basket. 

This has been too long a letter v/ith which to inflict a man as busy as I 
know you are and I apologize for its length. 
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"•SMALL RIVET — HEAP " j 
PARTLY SEVERED WITH 5 AW 
OR WIRE CUTTERS . 



LARGE SiZE RIVET 'A 'HDl-ES DRILLED 
THRU SHANK 0 UST - DM DER H EAD, A NP. . 
DIAGONALLY THRO SHANK |R RIVET IS ;\ " 
LONG enough* : > 



*r •, Rl VET PRI Lied out THRU LENGTH 

[ • OF <SHANK AND END PLOGSED. HOLLOW . ; 
V PORTION Cpplo BE FILLED WITH CORROSIVE 
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PIECES IWSE RTE D > AS f N" T^EF T- HA^O^M^EW& ■ 
HAS APPEARANCE OF fVORMAL RIVET WHENT/ ~- 
HEAPEp ;pPjAs IN;, R.IQHT; HAND VIEW.; • • 



OTE DAMAGE -SHOWN IK VIEWS M,*3 MAY APM JO BOLTS AS 
WELL AS TO RIVETS. 



10' ■ ••.>. 



,; O^Wv ; "^'V^.- " <l V-^- 
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(Suggested for, plant protection baa -the part, of the manufacturers.) ; ;'- .* 



/>^e^O"ili^ : ^^i^"'^aai£ii'on 'df-all "d^fctfi^t/fac?t?ories s-t the .prege'at time/ ' :'■ \ 
with -the eorr.e%6nding "-increase in personnel -most of whom are/new; and untrained *."''•-''-■* 
: and'VsOi through inexperience , are likely to- do things ' injurious to ^t hemselves,. th>ir ,' j* 
fellow. employees, or the' 'employer -~-!the Organization, of a : Factory Safety- Committee " 
along ; the' following' lines 'is suggested:'-.^ .-'■>.-,"'. '-■ "-'•'■*'- ; . " 

• • ,' r -M. £his committee ' should oe. organized openly, aad formed o ■ , - • 

v; ,i ■ ■'' ;V experienced: men.- , Meetings ; '^J\d^l<fcnWfcteV meWshQuld-he'h'e^^ "T", 

" •- - ■ •'; 

'•:.:••••'-. .may arise. Al 1 ; member "T^^ — . .. 

". "• T'T- *• Structure of the Committee' -. - . .. ■'% ■; " . '• - ' • - . | 

' - A Chief Committeeman for entire factbry.who.se duty it is to compile re- . ; . 

. : . - - * ports of subordinates and suhmit. a, daily report to the management , to- -. < 

• ' ; > 4 gether with whatever recommendations he deems advisable. : should he . 
• /-'■; . | mah. thoroughly familiar ■ with:, the factory and with the- shop . procedure. 

<*-■■ : - ■ 'i/what^^ 

^^^^ to the Chief ; of findings .xn.^ - 

; ,''' *' his group. '. t ''' • r . -*'/'.,'', .'•..' "■.'-'. /-.\ ;-V ;■".-;„<•■, ; : ; 

^ ^ >n} Q - C M C fc6ver their'd end .of each^ shift . , ;, ■ . 

: - :: '--C-:.^ ' A Vto' see' ^ oh jects such^as hucking 

■:■>■■:■'■■'< > . bars or rivet squeezers are .left .where they can do . in ju^y, that all : ;. 

r.:' : ,\ t :y- .staging of platfprms ; being. .TjaeitV^ J?^9»"v - ; ' a;"^; vV^ V-X/ /y 

; check' all' .tool lookers^, cupboards, ;etc;,. tp^see^that^ oifea|W, i-K^ 

-:{, ' V; " -V and 'other; fire, -or explosion hazards .are eliminated. - - ' \ : ■ ., ■ \- '. 

^ Vp^fe ; . ; io- ; ke^ ^bhstfe^tchd^rjn ^ 
K ;V;--v.; - -^V !\ : V>;-?',V ,. •••■.iv--":''"'T,ii$ 'ift. prevent :actions--6f ^heir; fe33.ow V ; -• «, 
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SABOTAGE AIRCRAFT PLANTS 



: Tt is the" intention of the following article to ^ 

: ?f?Sf o^b ^|^ .^-2i^€^^ the. speed 5 of production/ . ; . :: :>, . 

- nue to differences in! design," construction methods s shop^prQc.edure',^, ' . 
>:-.- la^o^of trie various manufacturers it would he impossible to. vv 

' ; -"V ^^SSidS-al? o?the possihilities.for. sabotage in. all of the plants. >, . 
" S fSt rV Ihould he separately .and^'caf efUlly studied hy a .man; experienced 

~V : -:S ? a^lrai^^ 
■ ". guide for such^a-survey. • • ; :.. V , -,\ .-, '_. [ --f-^ ' ; '' v 

; ; -v- The mo^t effective- methods .that could -he used are:— ; ■ . y < 

•"• . ' '.. r. ..The use. of corrosives* .'./. ,- V: : * -;' . V; *;- - • ■ • 

; '.' X->2>-/Ttar weakening! of' 3Mportan^;.-s^ss^ vC : > 

' --'>U-i ': ■ -V ';" ? ' x ' .": riveting /or .bolting*. ■ ; .; ■ r ,-:7?: --.^ f £-V**'*£ ' ! £-'^-^ & ^-> ' 
^3' ;^ir^Vvr- , >• '• . % .^iW.^Vt '.■ 

• : ; ' ' " . ^ * , ??hS ; of a^as /i vefc ^c3^3'ryv.^& ^agfn'eg v ' _ + t ;• • • •: ^ . ; ..^ ? ; • 

n-p a combination of any of -the three .\ .;T-he V us^ 
> f^!t% discover;; without van^ektremely rigid arid reliable ;ins.pec.; ; , 

... $ >- ; A t ion .;Wstom,.:;untiI;after the da^ge .had; he.en . done. y . - y. v .^^) 

v. -X'*' use "of ^corrosives' 'would-be the /easie$tOto;:acc^mpiis:h ;and, the most •.; \ 

X?> ' difficult tor detect. v A list : of:. danger 'points is.as follows:— , /;- : ',ri^:J 

, ■ ."•'•''^ i.. The mixing of . corrosives with the water-s ealing compounds used ; ; " ', 

\ ;''"[.'.[< ; : •* on boat . hulls ..and on f ioats^. . . • ^ v'-;.y; . — 

y ; --/'X ;v-\ v ; ,2. Mixing with joint .'sealing •compuunds i .in.,gas arid .oil tanks.- ,:. ' ••;y,- 

r^ ? ^,--^:>, •"~s-cor^osi^es^pte assemblies , '.::,,; r , ; ;. :: < 

• 7 1 ■ y . •<> . during or. ^fter tbe last- stage oT: 'assembly.- •• , ^ • - 

r ' • : ' r V a- • corrosives placed"' inside tubular ' control 'rods igust ^ef ore : erid' : -;/, . 
' . .'■ .-. , , * - ■ ' •, ;.; fittings areVtnstaliedjv and on. control cables . after f.i^al .-• _ : . 
v \ • i/-'7'",,in^talla,tion^. ; ^v y .V- V." v .;; .V,; •.';...-„_ w ; ' 

'■} ;l :■■ .'-\.X^' ; ^ # - ihe'- aiply^ brackets .on -control .' ;-?, : ' 

^' X: *•"«'" ' ; ', r 'n "'"'surfaces before" the • covering is.. put ; :ori* i ">."'' ; • , \ -i .- :. 

' • "''c'V '•'•.•-*■'-'• '-- *'•''.""',>.';"'"•. ■;.* ; " ^'/"- , :'" ! j : v'' v -' *'".Jr. . -'"-V ! . -.V ? \' . 

■-, • V'v', / ' 6 . Corrosives placed in- engines , engine:'. lubricants', and engine 

/-. -' , ' - '-• ' v, •, controls.. . i , ^ " '-- t ^ ",";*•'.',, - .,' > - --.v;. " 

- ; - ' : ;t ' -.v, 7 ..' Corrosives placed in lubricants used on machinery in the plants 

:/ ; ■■ : \' 8 ; corrosives' V placed. in material- stores where -new' .material., . .. 
. ; : ::>>:'••. ' ; ; ■ .* ' especially aluminum -alloys, would be damaged beyond usei. . \,. 

• ' " Faulty riveting or bad. rivets , offers the. -widest -range;J>f V^^s^^l^i 6 ?-^'.- 




Hummy 637 flase rivets, -/or soft- rivets could, easily "be used oil most.-any \ v '\ 
. assembly where one man is rivet ing : alone. Such spots as the following' 1 

■ :\. are" dangerous:—. ; ' ' , '.. S V7. " -. 



- 1. The mixing of soft oy' unheat-.trea ted rivets of assorted si z es with , •■ 

''• 1 ■ j ,„ - the supply being arawtr on ; by rt he assembly line would -cause' f "" 
" expensive delays if aiscbyered, ' and a , serious weakening of the .. * 
• •'- ; structure if they were .used or if undiscovered,.^ ! > - ' ' - "-'..V '\ ' '"■ 

; • .- X y.$* : . t*ng-.andv 'feilvattaphlpg fittings Von,; thie TgiaXLj or fuselage. ' 

■ - - " •• . 3. Wing attaching angles and fittings, for outer panels and center secfci 

' '■ ":'.'['-' '"'.'X-- ""■ ^ionS'^ei^e tt^y^ar^^pidoe^toge'fetotv; v./,-/ - - , s 

L <'-> ■ ----- 4*' Wing ■'•to iliuH'" -a% tac^ng^'-§i^4Mbngs"v<..-.^; j • ,\'if «\ '->^,. <;~X-^ X- : X:X ;\X-X-X-- -^,.-' v - ^ 

. :: v , 5. .Landing gear fittings, and- float, strut fittings where they ; are 

' ,''.>.' ' '^Sed. " J ; '•/"•. .. \ ~ '"' "•••„, •' •' ":•'-'' ''' V'""*} 

; ;■ ' \ / i. B; -Motor anpunt"' fittings and eastings where they- are attached by -rivets. . I 

','-. '„/ •" ' - : ' ... ( . -7,. Gaa. tanks.,.- ;"0'il' "banKa.v;'and -their/; attaching fittings'* .. 

, - . X . ' ■- - 8 * - cWing ,'spaf h --and, bulkheads . \-y ' : X X \ X; ! ' ; ''"i I I ' X X:' ": > . '.. X- "•'' ' 

"X-yi 't/:^ : /i-J9^-v4pfitrol- and: ; tail : surface' hinge, braekeis' a£a ; --atta<jlil : n'g'' f it'*tn«s-V'^v- .'-V 

1-."" V'V .* : 10? '-Goiitral icable . buiiey/bi'ai^kets -fina ' Mlio^ank' .•s\lppo , 3?^s^ v . • .-';'.' 

• : rj: *; '. r '.v -^iV . Landing' gear assembliess. 1 . ; !* .V. : ! * * "V*'* V : I?'* X^X&}p;j'$ : <. TXi'f;,- 

:X'' * v- ; 12', . 'Wing floats , .if used,-:-"and r •th^rJ;->-ttacHihg.''f ^"'•''*-?v','!'\ ; < : ' f 

; ' .'. ''r.'.". '.-. 13 : iv-¥i'ng^^lpat struts^ '-- '- XXX' ' J ■ •" r "-'V '," ;; 

V ; "-;:>v; : . -V'- : ■ r; -.;.:li* k IjM^arrets^- : v' : - : ._'• '•^•- •* :■ '_v ;* , ... 

R1 * K ■'•>.•• , ' ,-in-' some..-1'b Q^lkons^bQlts-i;.iti.s|;pfia. lb** /3?i ; ve1^s" are ; lis ed . . 'ft^.ip'iiid t>e very:-- - 
.. .-. '-..easy': for; a mechanic .to. substitute "a damagia 'or - weakened, bolt;- ' 'or^Sn&^xi&sfr- 
1 • • inferior metal, for -one of, the proper type* -.Ad "bolts Vare-f only used at *v i .:.«-' 
• : v - points of severe, stress a weakness there would be mos t certain .to cause dama 1 

:c - r ■' The th.ird methoa, •the'-.us0 of 'abrasives , offers the least number '.of'.- ' . - 
','';"■,-■ -'-;-:"' o'ppQftunlties.but should- be; -wat.chea;"'i6o±!' .in ; ; the fdllowing ^iaces.:--- ';,;:- *<. 

- -V ."' --'-'I*- -In.. ail. .lubricants ; -Ti^edi o3i'"'ilK¥ ,i: 'piaiie» .X:- '•>•■'• ' ••'•."'..«' .' : /' > - ! ' 

- . ; 2. In hyaraulic lines. :~" X '.i '\ \: .-->'./• X-^-''' ■ ' : X ;' *' : -\ '•'-*'-'•• ^ ■ 
J''^.V,' v /v.i-'--'; • 5. Engines ana auxiliary -power plants. ;;'; >* / ■-.; -■. ;, '.' . . . - • . . ' 

'f -;'';:-• ' -'.- -i*/ Ih^ machinery iii -the plant" , •.especially key machines where aamage ' - ; * * - - . 

. ,'■ •■•<■.;•-•■" \ i;" -,. wQuld^-s-lo-iBr; tip r'.tne--^iiQ : auQ^iGn!--'i:in"e.i ; 'i-^.ei : ;-Hydrb-pf ess es , ! '.drop ; ' -. 
v.; /. " -•• ' . ' haniiaers, and other large/tools of v/hich;. the. .plant 'has' only'a • 

>"■";''-',/-"- ;. > •: V limited , number. ':. '. - X' : *--;5':-; i - : ; -..'r 1 _ ■• -^'^ 




-3.'- 



Other possible places where sonsiderable damage could be done are- ?- V,. 
; 1. Partially cutting control' cables at bidden -points. - 

Damaging landing gear.-- tires/ before they ar-e,motthted"on. the 

/ ;• wheels. .. y. :'--\^\ ■•"%;■;„,•;' r. ,- , \" .'-,"''..-*' 

- 3. faulty wiring at a point where a ..short could cause a fire, or . ; 
'• ; • trouble. on a large circuit. .. ■; : .: ' ■: / •"'•.>> .. 

- ; 4-. Paint storage," where the -introduction of foreign matter into 

• . . . . large quantities of paint , would either spoil them, or 
: - affect their .quality to a point where- expensive work- would ' . 

, haTe/to be'donej'-over.; ' 



'ft: 



£ £•/■* r.. source of fire and, explosion;,- ^■K'-.r-"^-- .-i\.X 

6. Damage/ to Control mechanism of heat-treating equipment "and • ' 
anodic tanks. •- - . '• .-. ' .... 

^■.i'XiiijS Iv'.r-.rfV^^it^ge *o ?^? 1 ^';electtic:.switch'pane!te^; ^ ' A i ^ .7 : t': ? .'' r / 

' ••< - " '..Two. -spots not previoualy coyere.d ;3ae^."ahd ; ;t^'t ?&re. pbssibie-'spurcea of 

; ' ■" \ trouble^ are the.pa.lnt shop; and^the,, Inspection" department Men'- in^both "' <* 

departments have ; access to. all.-,part.s.:.b:f the ship at; -olQe , '^^ , o^ : ino1;li& - 
'./. v.-y- .-:*ll!h. -Jnany; .oppQr.tTmi^iesvtb- inflibt g&nage bn ' the' a i-fcru'c ture*^ •. vS:'-- 

*( . ■ j ■ 'f* . 1 ' . * ' ' - " s *n ' \ • ' ' . " *' ' " - ? ' * , - , • ■ ' *- » , * 
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31^1 Curlew Street 
San Diego, California 
July S, I9H0 




Mr. 

Mr.j 
s Mr-. Ej:an. 
Mr. Glavin. 
Mr. Niihols. 
Mr. Heridon.. 
Mr. Rosen . 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. 0. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 



ALL INFORMATION COMTAINEff 
HEREIN IS/uUu^SlFiED 




As Mr. Ducoramun of the San Diego office is to report to the "bureau 
in person, I am asking him to deliver this letter and its enclosures to you in 
person. As I have been in almost daily touch with Mr. Ducommun on matters 
connected with subversive activities for several months past, I know that he is 
familiar with the particular problem which is the subject of this letter. 

I assure you that our recent meeting in Washington gave me just as 
much ; pleasure as you say it did you. In addition to the personal pleasure that 
that meeting gave me, I want to say, again, how delighted I was with the spirit 
of understanding and cooperation which was evident in all of the agencies which 
took part in the meetings. With such an attitude it should be a comparatively easy 
task to work out the organizations and procedure necessary to accomplish the very 
onerous task which lies before this country. I mean it should be comparatively 
easy in comparison with the job we had in I917. At that time we were confronted ; 
by the same task but then * not only was there no suitable organization in 
existence but we encountered opposition on every hand to the attempt to set up one. 

There were no previous precedents to guide us and we were already at war before 

authority was granted to even begin. But you know all about that FT - , * { , » ~ 7. 

KBCOKDEfc 4$\ LS- )K^% ~3\ 
As I think I said to you in Washington, there is only o^g'^j I^faf- 1 ?^; -ST? 
opinion, to guard against expert sabotage activities in munitions plants, aircraft i 
plants, etc., except to use very carefully selected members of th^ acjbual gropkijgg }94Q 
force in the plant for the purpose of watching fellow vrorkers. Under exceptional ] 
circumstances, an agent can be placed among the workers without his ibeUng> ggofcted JUS 
but ordinarily it is not practicable. In addition to that it would be "an~ exceed- 
ingly expensive business to employ as many paid agents as would be necessary to 
cover all of the manufacturing plants in the country when we really-begin mass. & ■ 
production. In addition to the fact that it would be most difficult to place a -c?>^< 
sufficient number of paid agents, in plants without their identy being suspected, °* 
it ;?ould be a difficult matter to find so many agents with a sufficiently detailed^^.^ 
knowledge 'of the work and operation of the plant in which they were placed and 
..without such knowledge they would be of very little use. For these reasons amd 
f J many others, I am very sure that we must select from among the workers themselves 

men of proved loyality, judgement and discretion who would be willing to do this 
/work as their contribution to the cause of national defense and as loyal citizens. i 
{ OJhis was the plan which, we "had to jadopt during the World War. And it worked very J^ 0 M 
well in the vast majority of cases* after we got it established.' g ' , ~ -- 

-'jy 
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Untied §iatss Bspattment of 7 Jn$txtn 
Los Angeles, California 
March 20, 1942 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« C. 



Dear Sir: 





EB: GENERAL R. H. VAN DEMAN 



While in San Diego recently, I called on General g 




J7ANDEMAN. 
Ee raTjl e'^'*'' 
was not 



I thought you would be interested to know I noticed a cons&dei 
change in him, and he appears to he failing considerably/ Hg_ 
as active and his mind was not as keen as heretofore . Hot ha\ing"~se en 
him for a considerable period of time the change was most noticeable^. 



In general discussion, General VAN DEMAN stated that he had heard 
from the representative of Colonel DONOVAN in San Francisco, and he 
asked me if I knew, what DONOVAN'S organization was doing. I informed 
him ,that I did not. He stated he was not able to figure it out and 
he had asked Colonel BUXTON to have Colonel DONOVAN call him on the^ 
telephone, inasmuch as BUXTON offered General VAN DEMAN a pqsition 
on the West Coast under DONOVAN. £ 3?. 

• * % f ts, 

He^state.d, he would not accept a position not knowing fuMy what 

the^org&aizatipn was doing and not knowing its exact status^ , He asked 

BUTTON ''•if * the organization was furnishing to. the Army and Navy Intelli-pfp 

gence and;, to this Bureau the information that they allegedly receive rif 53 

from abroad, and was informed that the information was not furnished 

to any of the three agencies. The General stated, very definitely-that 

this was wrong, as it should be made available to the three organizar 

tions, and he so informed BUXTON. 

Very truly yours, 



ay 
as 



"as 





EBHthlk 

oc - San Diego 



JR. B. HOOD 
Special Agent- in Charge 
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Oj^^ Memorandum • united government 
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JKM:.EOD 
MR. D. M. LAD! 



J. K. Mitt' 



SUBJECT: RECORDS 01 _^ 

.RALPH HpVAN' 



I called the 





I date: July 18, 1945 



8:15 PM 



ipEMEEAX/__ 
, RETIRED 



that strictly confiden 
th^dlsposition of th- 





Mr. Tolson ; 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Olegg 

Mr. correy 

Mf. Olavln 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen 

•Mr. Tracy; 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. MumTord 



Diego Office and advised Special Agent Britton 
Lly the Array here had raised the question as to 
and~files of General Van Deman in the event 
of his deathj that the Army felt a substantial Government organization 
should get the file. I told Mr. Britton that the question arose here as to 
whether we had already gotten everything'we desired from his filesj that in 
1940 or 194-1 we made arrangements at the Seat of Government to have an Agent 
go to General Van Deman and make a complete review of his . material j however, 
there is- nothing in our files to show if it was ever done. It may be that he 
did review the files and wrote the material of value in individual reports or 
letters, but on the other hand, the work may never have been completed. 
• I advised Agent Britton to have a check made, without, of course, going to 
General Van Deman, to determine how much of a review was made and who did it. 
Our primary interest is to see if all the valuable material was taken from 
the files, in which case we are not interested in taking over the file, but" 
if the work was not completed, we may want to. Mr. Britton was advised we 
would like to have the information within the next day or two. 

I Mr. 'Britton stated they will reply by telephone or teletype in the 

v next day or two. 
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Mr. Qulnn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Beahm 

Miss candy 
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Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNME 



MSW:edm 
TO ": 

I FROM : 

SUBJECT: 



MR. D. 



Mr. 



R. 



RECORDS m 
RALPH W 




DATE: 




DEHA1T, RETIRED 



You will recall that Major General Ralph H. Yan Deman, Retired, 



Mr. Glavln 
Mr. Lad d 
Mr. NichoTsT 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Hercion 



Mr. Pennlngton_ 

of San Diego, California, has, during the past 12 or 15 years of his retire- Teie? U Roo m' ra ™ L 
ment, maintained an active interest in subversive individuals and organiza- Miss N Beahr: 
tions, particularly those possessing Communistic tendencies. General Tan 



Miss Gandy_ 



Deman was primarily responsible for the organization of the Military Intelligence 
Division during the First World War and devoted most of his Army career of nearly 40 
years to intelligence work. The Director has, for several years, considered the General 
as a warm friend.. 



As early as March, 1937, General Van Deman offered to turn his files over to the 
FBI and by 1939, his files had grown to contain 40,000 index cards. It was common practice 
at that time,tas it had been for many months previously, for the Bureau to utilize his 
files as a source of information in particular cases. In Sept ember, 1939, the Los 
Angeles Field Division requested Bureau advice as to the actloBTto be taken on General 
Demand offer to turn over his files to the Bureau. The SAC pointed out the cards were 
not 3x5, they were voluminous in number, and considerable clerical work would be 
involved in adopting the files to the Bureaus needs. For a time these files continued 
to be checked only if desired in connection with specific cases. In December, 1940, 
the Bureau directed that an Agent of the San Diego Field Division who had received 
special instructions on the subject at the Seat of Government devote himself exclusively 
to the task of reviewing General Yan Deman f s files completely and extracting all 
information of value to the Bureau. On July 4, 1941, the General wrote to the Director 
.pointing out that it was his oontinue^ pY 5 !5 > g3^6e^ r "aB it had been for some time, to turn 
over to the FBI all information concerning subversive activities as it was currently 
receded by '/^U^7&~//$ 

You may recall -on June 13, 1945, Drew Pearson quoted a lengthy telegram from 
an OSS representative at San Francisco to his Washington headquarters, which received 
the criticism of Pearson because of 'the use of Government funds to recount the writer's ff*' 
social activities, traveling accommodations^ etc. For present purposes,' the pertinent 
portion of this telegram as quoted by Pearson, reads : -g^cOKiDED ty'&i 

"Before I left Washington, Mrs. Fox talked to me about General Va 
library under the impression that it might be of much interest to <us toL.a,cqi 
he were willing to sell it or part with it. She could not tell me where sh|= 
impression except in a previous casual conversation^r^S^hitney Shepardsonjf 
was here in December, 1941, I understood from General Deman that his activities were 
entirely confined to domestic issues. This, in my opinion, would not benefrb us as much 
as agencies more directly affected. I know he was giving his material as he received it 
to the FBI. Unless you think it important for me to go to San Diego on this errand I 
doubt if anything would come of such a trip. Will, however, be glad to run down some . 
day this week if you want me to do so, 

win- HEREIN l»ASS)F!ED 
< v AW. " /1945 DATE. IffiLJtb 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 




Ifemorandum for Mr. D. M. Ladd - 2 - 

The latest developments in this matter which may be of interest to youis 
that Major Arthur C. Hurt, SID, San Diego, at a Weekly Intelligence Conference on 
June 20, 1945, stated that the Army is somewhat concerned as to vihat disposition 
might he made of the records and files of General Van Deman in the event of his death. 
He indicated that through official channels and in a highly discreet manner efforts 
will be made to have the General indicate his own desires as to the disposition of the 
records in the event of his death. It appears that since early 1942, the General's 
health has been described as being in a failing condition. , 



c c -. Mr JPlch . 

Mr Wallace 



HSYfcmknr 




K^fe4gar hoover,- Director, Federal. Bureau of investigation.: ". " < 



BH30KDS OF MMOH QHiEH/I, 
EALPH -H, VAN miM, INSPIRED. 



" : . Reference is made to your recent letter reporting m&tters discussed 
at' .a Weekly intelligence Conference, held on Jtxne 2D> 1945, Mention < v;as raade 
by Arfcy representatives that consideration ,}vas being given- to the disposition - 

,,to bo made of the records end ;flle$ of General- Salph H. Van Deaan, Retired, ' 
in the event of his death* . •'„• . ,. > - '.- . s - ' .v 

' Reference is also t^de ^ 
• ^th !Ir^ K;,;15uiaford of the Bureau* , ■ . ' • • - ' - 



2. 



You are advised that, as- «ll,pertin^t Material gathered by General, 
?sn Beam has >'eea nado aveilable to the Bureau, the Bureau has no desire to 
now enter into. any dlceusciona; concerning the. disposition of theafe. file's.. ' The ' ' ■ r \ 
Bureau does not; have- ah -interest in -any Action nhich tbe..x41itary authorities 
ittay not? take in 'this -letter* - ; '• " • ' - - ? J- .'■ , -, '* ... >■.' "' - "> . ' > > . ' . . 
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RECORDS OF ^li^S'cMlD. 




DATE: 

p.m.,x7-19-45 

JKMtlem 



RETIRED. 



HEREIN 
DATE 




^classified 





SAC Murphy called from San Diego in response to my call of July IS, 
1945, and gave the following background regarding the files of 
General Van Deman reviewed by that office. 



Mr. Penning ton_ 
Mr. Qulnn Tamm_ 
Tele. ~ 
Mr. 




By letter dated November 9, 1940, addressed_to Detroit, with copies for Newarjj 
Philadelphia, Indianapolis and San Diego, the Bureau requested that the above 
indices check be made. San Diego by letter dated December 11, 1940, advised 
the Bureau the files were being checked. The Bureau by letter dated January 7> 
1941 3 requested that Agent Dawart be made available to review these files, and 
by letter dated April 29, 1941> the Bureau desired to know if Dorwart still 
assigned to this matter. San ^iego by letter dated May $, 1941> advised Dorwart 
was working on matter but had not completed it. 

The complete data which Dorwart obtained as a result of his indices review and 
review of files is set out in the following two reports: 

1. Report of SA S. C. Dorwart, San Diego, California, dated 
November 5, 1941, in the case entitled COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, 
VOORHIS ACT, New York origin, San Diego file' 102-1. 



2. A supplemental report under same caption dated February 8, 1942. 



1T 




Dorwart is still in the San Diego office and has advised he got everything there 
was in the files. -RECORDED „ ^ ^ jg» 

Mr. Murphy advised he sees the General probably once every ten days or so, and 
his personal reaction was that there is nothing in the General »js f iles we do I 
not havej and that our information is from even b ^ife¥%ources*7 inasmuch as the x J 
General' s informants are only reputable businessmen and newspapermen, not to be ^\ 
compared with our technicals. Mr. Murphy stated he thought we should go along(w 
with the War Department} that Major Arthur C. Hurt, 9th Service Command, is ,th.e* 
individual who made suggestion that the War Department take the General' s files 
overj and that in the event anything happens to the General, Major Hurt is going 
to have local CIC men move into the General' s home and take over until the Army 
decifes definitely what it wants done. The Army provides two full time secretaries 
to the General, and Mr. Murphy said it is his strong conviction that the Army 
should take possession of the files. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



MR. E. 



D. M. LADD 




DATE: 

4:37 pm, 10-29-45 
DML:lem " 




GenerS 



Mr. Qurnea 

l!r. Hendo n 
Mr. Penning ton_ 
l!r. Qulnn Tanm_ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Kease 

Miss Beate n 
Miss Gandy 



callea and advised me his brother, who is a lawyer in 
Pasadena, California, has written him with regard to the disposition 
of the files,. of ^eneraijffi aarDeman. It seems his brother has assisted 
General Van Dema n ~I'rt om : ^ame'"'t'b''''i/ime7'"and he pointed out to General Bissell 
these files are voluminous and have been consulted from time to time by the 
FBI, ONI, MID, etc. Gene ral. Bi ssell j&atgd it seemed to him on the Delimitation 
Agrejemenj**;bhatwt^ 

pertains, tp r; Gomniunists. . .,.*... 



I told General Bissell we had some inquiry with regard to these files from the 
West Coast a short time ago; that a surv^wasn^e^^re^ 

in the^ema3ji^^t^. ? _, 




F5T 



A 



nov i 

" TELETYPE 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HERON IS CLASSIFIED , 





R 

'a'"* '* ""' - • 

ll'lP' '!3ici»"3 ...... 

\ Niseis, 
j Mr. 'tsooen , 

Srir. Traoy 

Mr. Cwsoa . .... 

Vat. Si5«B -- — 

tSv. Gttrnea 

life. S.arbo 

BSr. Hendou — 

J&. S'wwfeiTtos 

Mr. (tutncTansia.... 

air. Kccste 

Mloe GaaaMSH 



FBI SAM DIEGO 11-12-46 
DIRECTOR, FBI URGENT 

RE MY PERSONAL TKL LETTER CONCERNING MAJOR GENERAL 

A O ■ ' ■ 

RALPH H. VAN DEMAN DATED NOV. FIFTH LAST. ARMY ADVISED VAN DEM AN 



TODAY HIS CLERKS WILL BE PAID TEMPORARILY FROM ARMY CONFIDENTIAL 
FUND PENDING OUTCOME OF NEW ARRANGEMENT PROPOSED FOR CONTINUED 



PAYMENT OF SALARIES BY ARMY/. 



If* 



MURPHY 



END 

ACK PLS 
HOLD PLS 
10-20 PM OK FBI WASH DC WJR 



sP 



v 1 DEGtlr 





; tTBP.i jas , 
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Office 'Memorandum 



• ■ UNITED STATES GOVJ 





San Diego, California- 




DATE: 



-JEEBS 




Mr. Nichols J 



September | 





j Mri Nease ..... 

Pursuant to, yo ur .telephonic, ^nsitiaiQtipnB^^^telke'^vij: ^fg^<l_. 
AI3ERTJ^ ,_iIF^T^^-,l^te L ,-b^y .. %t Ms hotel ,suj.te.; : in the^A^asse ior Hotel"" 
(general WE DEMEYER . referred to his conversation with you and staj^ r ""* :;p '*"* v "*"» 



it yaS-jSoc asioned by an In^ uirxjfThi-C.b— he_had received from 'General VAN 



DEMAN 
> [i 



Mr. Laaghlin^^.. 
Mr. Mohr 
Tele. Room 



direct concerning, the latter' s files on subversive activi 





, General" WEDEMEYER • pointed put, that General . VAN DEMAtryoy ;fche» ^/ ^ 
past* decade'- or . two has..._b een_oollec tln g,^^^ * ~ I 

'•• tlvitie,s_ofl.gr,oups^indj^i^uals/ ete.^ and- that these files are^aintained- i. 
in the General's home in Sa^DiegpT'^He*? stated that the Sixth A^^Bead"- 'P 
quarters, Presidio, San Francisco, California.)',-. has* cooperate with VAM 
, DEMAN to the extent of furnishing him two clerical employee s*pa3;d from, 
confidential Army. funds', hut that the Sixth Army has in reaSEbySot pad 
-'• any 'control, etc' ; . with ^regard; to General' VAN, -DEMAN ' s,. files jSr da^ar- iSHe . 
. stated that General VAN- DEMAN is now concerned "over -the fact^t^at; feeusLs 
:~: approximately ninety years of age , and feels that he : might >.surf er^cerSkin. ' " •< 
-'•"i-iricstpacity-of death, leaving the files " unprotected". . ; GeneraJL, TffiDEMSl^lR 
^pointed out that General VAN* DEMAN' is very 'concerned with feSe future^fof ;'- " 
i-j tlie[ files and is particularly- anxious that they ;"t^i%;^g^^|j¥^^feassfN(5« " 

: : y ,'■ v--V - • • v\ • . ". \ .yrttVtiSlT* '1 , \ ■ 

*-•""" . ' '' "fi ^or"- to T talking .to^General ^ JjjEDMB VFR , ■' T , . h ad ascfirtaijip.^frntTi ■/ - 
jj • tHel -files, and recolleg tlbn - of ^ personne l j^__the _ to j 
: '% much information'. has t -"been obtaly if " ^om Ic^eral^M jDM^'^^f jLIes f ojr > - 
• I •• u^^^^^^^^^O?^^® 61 ^^ si^vers,iye^tters .. • I .had . also' thec^-. 
. | e<l with: San Diego, and ha'd ^determined tMt^ t ' ; 

' constantly in refer r ing .to General VAN DEMAN *s' files with regard to sub- 
vers^ve-' prpupa^iiact.lv±ibles.,„e : te.<. • According to information' " re c^iWd^^by "'' 
me. from San Diego, the General's f ilejL do 



contain 



a wealth of valuable 



reference material .JLS^elljas_ja Considerable 1 . ^6^t„ i; pj£jS^.cj4^jaajbQ.7 
It - w ould appear that much; of ' this inf o rm?^ 

andincorT)orated_into .inves tigative~reports„ or .otherwise consolidated 
into the files of the L ojAngeles|jC)f£ice v ana r .the San Diejjojpff ice". Per- 
sonally - ; X^S^2^^.iiLj u i*£I©^ ■ 
■ of ; curmnt.. lnter g.s^^ Jp^us^as.. .ajx^^BiiSi^y^^life^. It .-is true that .. 
-'General VAN DEMAN is apparently adding to fthe[se files constantly so that 
©BSTijQjjjgiey are continually "growing . in ..size^an&eimgo^ajic^v 



//V " y ^SkC" " " 
*** 0 j ,cc~#&anj)iego 



f 



0. 
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(Personal Attention SAC .SANTOIANA' 




„- .2. 



.i*fe'.' 




EE: GEHERAL RY. H. VAH DEMM r Retired" '. . ' ' ;, - / .. , 

' ; : :'• , J - ' Wa^>ii*»R iiiiT&icb. eveiife'the EBI.^iXl negotitate;:'' 

' ■'^ppTtnng -the matter or .^aKiug^u^ - „ v 

that gurs^t.to-your ins^i e^^voiaa definitely ^chec* ^tl' ^ 
matter, and see just what,, if w/ practical use we could.make f<f™*^ 
- VAif -DEMAN's files /in so far as -taking permanent custody thereof might he . 
•' •corned.' ^he General seemed to he Entirely satisfied with thxs , arrangement 

: " am^esig^ 

x f^.eAr sl^OlM^eTSe ' arrived ioJiaDiijeSP? and vitYis- .suggested, that .& AC : 
'SMS^SdT^Ma Matter tb determine: whethe^ ? it 'WOu^d • 



-files kther now- or .■at.some-tiffle.,xn%the--faturev -.- .-. ,-; ..... •.>.—. . -y- . ■ .;• 
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35ttttei* §f afces Stepartmettt of Steatite 
liberal @ttranx of Jnuesiigaittm 

San Diego, California^ \ 
October 5, 19£L llA » 







Mr. Tolson.., 
Mr. Ladi_-£ 

Belmont. 
Mr. Clegg— 
Mr. Glav5n— — — j 
Mr. Haifco— - 

Mr. Rosen 

* Mr- "Tracy 



PERSONAL ATTENTION 



Director, FBI. 



lENfj&L:. t/aughlin— 

"7 -Mr/Mofai- 

Tele.' Rd'otn— 

Mr.'Nease 

Miss Gandy — 



BE: GENERAL R. H. VAN DEMAN, Retired 
San Diego, California 





Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Re feren ce is respectfully., mad e to yow r intervi ew J«it|uJfa§_, 
writer on. Frid.a _r,^ep^ 

of trie captioned individual and the files "which he is. maintaining "on sub- 
versxye^.maj^i's. lou to.11 recall that you xndxcated to me that General 
jWEDEMEIER had had a recent conference with you, during -which you discuss- 
ed -what disposition would be made of General VAN DEMAN' s files upon his 
demise . It was indicated that there was a good possibility that the Bureau 
could, if it desired, take possession of, these files. Tou instructed that 
you desired no definite cojjnntment made concerning the disposition^. General 
VAN DEMAN ! s files until the Bureau has had an opportunity to first "evaluate, 
same. , ■ kg i 7~"~ 

Reference is now respectfully made to Los Angeles letter 5 to . . u 

you (cc - San Diego), dated September 2h 9 19$1; in which is reflected the : 
results of an interview between SAC CARSON of the Los Angeles Office and' 

General ALBERT C. TfflEDEMEYER concerning the aforesaid matter. r 

Referenced Los Angeles letter indicated that both Generals 
TUEDEMEYER and VAN' DEMftN are somewhat concerned about the ultimate disposition 
of General VAN DEMAN' s files upon his death or incapacitation. ~ 



On Wednesday, October 1951, the writer , ac companied by_.Supe.r-.. 
V igor NORMAN S. H IGSON,^ called 

LESLIE R. FORNEY, IT. S. Argy,,(Rejb. ^was._pr esent,. It will_.be ohseryed^hat 
/ Supervisor J UGSQN.^who Jhas„been„suoervising Security work in. ^JSanJ^ego 

^ frequently : in the past . The writer observed that the relationship between 
General VAN DEMAN and Supervisor HIGSON was very cordial, fr^e^ggyajid intimate, 

1970 — ... 
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cc - Los Angeles - Personal, Attention SAC CARSON 



AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY 




Director ". ; \ [■'.■] '. " *-•. ' ' 10~£~«5l 

Re: GENERAL R. H. VAN DEMAN, Retired . '. ' ' " . ' . , 

I extended to General VAN DEMAN your very best -wishes and I _ . 
told him. that^vjraJiad Jtee^ 

and were happy to know t hat he,, ha d . complete^ 

to get„around. The Ge neral, jffas^^erT ^pleased_to,..know of your interest in 
hi,m,and^xndLcat ed,^^^^ dTrrxng your , 

repent.-yis it^tQlGa^"fpr«S^» ,., . .. . - * ' ^ , 

OUT 3d S3 t ^^h-flrinayaT VAW DEMAN "and tfo final ffORTOTCY Vasferi ' . 

' afc gffb . Jtea-hoaicay during which time, after going through. the usual amenities,' 
the conversationlrjeyjalved itself around the General's, files « Inwlew of the . ' 
fact t hat_we...did no^knowj^g^h^r orrnot jfche ""General had motivated the sudden 
inteltest-in-Ms^^^ 

concerning jdiaposj^jpn^of^themi.^. Both Supervisor. HIGSON and I gave the General 
a noiaber_ojLjc^ 

or not tie ; .desiredjthatjfee...B.ure au^take^custody^ofJxLs^f ile s.^-In..all- T the 1 se'.'' — 
instajace s^he . gave ^ jao^such_.indi,cata,on ,„ While making ah examination of General - 
VAN DEMAN 1 s files, accompanied by Colonel FORNEY and Supervisor HIGSON (while 
the -General was in another room reclining), I_asJfced Colonel FORNEY pointblank » 
what-the p lans.j^re^fj>r^^ 

General pass on,. . C olonel, FOR NEY indicated that there^ere no plans to his 
knowledge as to who would take possessi^^f^^e^fe^ ,his„ 

i mmediately^upp ixjaeiu^^ , \ . • - - • ; . • 

The question was asked of Colonel FORNEY as to whether or not 
he migbt continue with General VAN DEMAN 1 s work and he advised that he does . 
not have sufficient prestige among Army authorities in Washington, D. C. to \ 
receive the support necessary to carry on* In other words, he feels that he 
is ; hot a big enough man "to be considered for this task, 

, General VAN 'DEMAN resides at itlilf— West Laurel , which is an 
apartment house housing three apartments, two on the lower floor and one on 
the upper floor, which is occupied by the landlord. /The two apartments on the 
lower flopr are occupied by General VAN DEMAN and his wife. One apartment is/." 
utilized ppmpletely as living quarters; The other apartment, which adjeins the 
living quarters 9 is used almost exclusively^ except for Mrs. VAN DEMAN' s bed- 
room and bath, for General VAN DEMAN's materials. 

It j&s-IejarjaedLdurin g the interview that CIC had been autho rized 
ip^^nd^t^yjO^j^pj^^ 

ments, and that after_two .or three_m6ntha_of expai»i mant ^g .^^^^-y^-'' 
p£_burglar„ alarm sjgtemg^J^TT^ 



Director < 10-5-51 

Re: GENERAL R. H. VAN DEMAN, Retired //: ] ( . •- 

quarters* No unusual security precautions concerning these materials, 
other lihi ^th'^ 
-ffifiqj it- ™>« "At'eaJth^^ 
type of cards and ;p ap er_and^h aj^^ 

A cursory examination of the General's files wasmade by the 
■writer; and a detailed discussion concerning these files was fiad> /both -with 
General VAN DEMAN and Supervisor HIGSON. -.' • 

For your information, there _f ol 1,r>ws^a_H-i^^ 

t herein «, t *,""'', - .. , .' 

-." Essentially, , the files consist of. approximately s 85> 000 k x 6 
cards set up alphabetically according to the names of the individuals . 
involved* " These individuals reside in various parts ; of the United States; 
A. separate section is maihtaine'd regarding organizations > *«hich is" , also 
•arranged alphabetically. Each /card bears, a "very brief synopsis, of informa- 
;tion originally received by letter,*, or from public ations,- informants' reports, 
or similar -sources. Following, each* statement appear sj^ols which identify 
the/ source* of the information, the date upon, which the .'information was receiv- 
: e$.y arid the file reference where ; the : letter or report is filed. \ As one card 
is filled, such synopses aire continued -on a second card~thus, more active: 
individuals, may have as many as 1^0 cards bearing , a synopsis of their acti- 
vities. ■ ' ' " • •• - . ' ' ' ; ' .... - . 

For -the most part, General VAN DEMAN's information is received 
in the form of letters from various, acquaintances throughout the United- 
States. No effort. is made to indicate the reliability- of these individuals. 
In "addition to information received from- such sources, the Cards also* 
reflect "the informatidn obtained from a review of publications, such as the , 
Annual 'Reports of the California State Senate Committee on. Un-American 
•Activities, similar publications from. Federal Government sources, and 
information obtained from- various daily newspapers. 

• ; j n : addition to the letters and .. reports- .mentioned above, the. 
General maintains a file containing ail copies of /the People 's World , West 
Coast Communist newspaper, for approximately the- past, ten-year period. . * 

' During 19U3, while Colonel F.CRNET was on ' active 'duty 1 with -the 
Arnty in Washington,, D. C., he arranged for two .civilian employees to be 
made available to /the General as clerks, to be paid from the Army's .Confi- 
dential Fund, They are MADONNA CASSIDY. and ELIZABETH YATES. j During this. 



Director' . • " •> ■' 1CH*-51 v. 
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period the General has also obtained the, assistance of various volunteers 
for clerical work. - - \ - " 

.'" As to -whether, or not 'the Bureau should consider taking 

possession of these files, I respectfully offer the following observations: 

ARGUMENTS AGAINST 
■ (1) " Filing System ; *, ' '" ' 

The General's filing system is much, the same as the Bureau's s 
, system of filing index cards in the .general indices, such as ■ strictly .* 
alphabetical order,; indexing aliases; and use of guide cards $ however, , . ' 
as noted above, his information is recorded on k x 6 cards, whereas our 
index cards are 3 x f>. Therefore, it would not be possible > if the Bureau 
were to ;take,pQSsession.of these files, . to" incorporate these files into* 
our general indices »\ It> would.be necessary to retype approximately : 
85,000 cards, if we desired to index these names in our indices— which, of 
course, should be done if we were to take possession of the materials. : 

' (2) • Reports ,. a. -\. ■ • 

The General's reports are' not reports in the sense of a 
Bureau report." They consist of letters which have been sent to him by 
friends of his- or by friends of friends Of his,, and are "maintained much 
in the, same manner as serials are maintained in Bureau files . As indicated 
previously, the summary information card contains a notation upon it refle.ct 
ing where the original, information may be located in the' General's files.. 
If, therefore, .we were to, take possession of the General's materials and. we 
were to index -all the names' contained in his files, we would have to re-' 
'file -'his "materials. and re^serialize them. ', " - 

(3) Reliability of Information . ■ - . , ' * \ 

' ' < \ The General, during' the time, he has been accumulating- this 

-information, has not, made any attempt* to evaluate the reliability of his 
sources other Milan those of , A public nature. Presuming therefore "that 
the Bureau did take possession of -these files, and desired to make use of 
information contained therein, it will be necessary for us in all instances 
where sources other .than those of- a public nature are shown, >to. recontact 
these sources to determine their reliability,' as well as the accuracy of the 
information originally furnished by them. ' . 
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Re: GENERAL Rl' H. VAN DEMAN, Retired. v 

CU) Possible Value to the- Bureau * * - 

Supervisor HIGSON, who has been actively associated, with 
Security work in the San Diego Office, either in an investigative or 
supervisory capacity for the past five years, and who has, during this 
same period of time, had frequent cdntacts with General VAN DEMAN and . 
has had complete- access to General VAN DEMAN 's files, advises me "that 
since l°iiOj % Agents engaged in Security investigations have . checked* the. 
General's files, as ,a matter of routine and have incorporated information 
obtained theref rbm in investigative reports ♦ -During that time, he* has . 
furnished to us, both orally and in letters, any new information which' * 
he has received, especially that pertaining to individuals in the. area 
> cpvered by the. San\Diego Division.' It is believed that as a result of 
these contacts since 1°U0, the Sah Diego Office is now in possession of." , 
any pertinent material in the General's files of a Security .or subver- ' 
sive nature. . "- ' •••"*• .- • ■' •"...*.-..■ ., ' 

Likewise, it will be. noted that a great deal of the informa-' - 
tion contained in his files has -been obtained from public" sources, such . 
as the . People's Worlds the Daily Worker , "House Un-American Activities 
Committee and Calif prnia> State Committee " on Un-American Activities . This?" 
latter information would, of course, be a duplication of information already 
available to us. Therefore, because of this, much of the. information would 
probably be of no additional value to the Bureau. . ' , 

(5") Personnel Need . •*• - ; - . ' , 

Considerable Agent and Clerical manpower would be necessary 
to make a proper analysis of the information contained in the General's 
filesj such as., (1) Listing individuals by Field. "Office territories} - 
(2) Checking back to the original report containing information concerning., 
each individual j (3) Furnishing these names to the respective Field" Offices . 
to be checked through their indices and/or for preliminary investigation^ " 
(U) Recontacting original sources other than public sources. There would 
be no way of estimating how long ;a project this -would be and how many, 
employees would be required to work on it, but certainly, if the Bureau 
were to take the files' over, then they should be afforded immediate 
attention and not be held in abeyance for future attention. Considering , 
the fact that the Bureau has many more' important projects and pursuits of a 
Security and Espionage nature on which any available Agent manpower^ could 
be utilized, it is felt that .on a comparative basis personnel should not be. 
wasted on the General Is files. , 



Director « * * . . „ * 10^f>-£l 
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(6) General . 

. Considering the fact that this of fice has already incor- 
.porated in investigative reports information available in the General's 
files regarding activities of various individuals in years past, together- 
with the ; fact that. this office is now engaged in obtaining much more 
information than is" available to General VAN DEMAN, plus; the fact that 
General VAN 'DEMAN has .not received and has thus been unable, to- furnish 
any subversive information- in the recent past, theBureau would. obtain no. 
additional information of a current nature if it were to take over the files. 

It has been the General's purpose in obtaining and maintain- 
ing subversive information to place himself in a. position to advise 
Army authorities of Sixth Army, with headquarters in San Francisco, Calif- 
ornia, regarding subversive- activities in its area. For that "reason, 
.,'tie has concentrated on obtaining information, regarding individuals resid- 
ing in the Sixth- &ciay area, although he has not disregarded iiiforination-' 
received regarding individuals 'in 'other areas.- (Sixth Army covers- the : , 
states of Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho,. TDtah, Nevada, Arizona, 
; and Montana.).. • . '/•'* : > \ ,< * 

,'\ ' ; .> • ARGUMENTS FOR , / ** ' ": " : 

(1) Information Regarding Individuals in Other Areas . : 

General VAN . DEMAN -has stated' that he has no' way of estimating 
, how many, of the cards which he maintains pertain to individuals, residing in 
areas other.than those; covered <by the San Diego Office. It is possible 
.that there may be contained in- these files some information concerning 
individuals, in' other areas not covered by: the San Diego Office which might 
be of pertinent value; This office has no way of knowing' this or evaluating- 
this at the present time. 1 . -\" ■■ * 

(2) The- People's World File . \ , 

. If the Bureau does not have complete copies of the People's 
World for the past approximate ten-year period, the General's library might 
be of reference value to the Bureau', V. ■ ' 

(3) Attitude of General Van Deman . -;- ' . 

You are personally acquainted, with General VAN DEMAN and I am 
sure that you realize the conscientious effort, work, resourcefulness and 



Director: ' _ : 10-5-£l 

Re-: GENERAL R. H. VAN DEMAN, : Retired ' , ;'" ' : ' ' . . 

initiative which have been expended by the General in connection with • ----- 
his files. In addition, he feels very strongly..abou t, hiauicagJc^JdujcK- 
he sincerely— losie a*. I feel that if the General were, to become aware 
of the f act _that neith^3he m Arjmy^^ _ Bure au .hadlany,' intere s-TxIT* 

taki^gjao^^ 

hi s death ,^ / ' ., * r„ - 

";- ..V"'-, ' Since Military Intelligence does nbt have any jurisdictional 
inWrest in the information ^contained in the General* s files and since all 
of : the information would come within our jurisdiction, 'it would/be, desirable. . 
to take the necessary steps- to, obtain the files upon the General's "death, 
- even if we were hot . to make any active use of 1 them* arid would only keep - . 
them in their same status in the custody of this office or at Washington 
headquarters. ■-■ "\ , -'" : y, ' / „ ' : ' ; 

V . '• < : ■ ;: ; ;,, •: . GENERAL ..EVALUATION - '• ; — / '-' Ji. :"-)■' ; 

-•' . Considering the fact that the information, contained 'in the 

Ge'neral t s files has been obtained 'from .sources . of unknown reliability,- and ■ - 
since the information itself has never been evaluated or classified by the 
General, it is not felt - that the . information generally contained .in. these ' 
files would be of any prosecutive value or general intelligence value to 
the Bureau, Its only value would lie in possible leads as to certain 
individuals and some background information concerning them. ; ; ' 

'"' ' RECOMMENDATIONS ' 

(1) Since the Bureau has jurisdictional interest in all of : ~< 
the information contained in the General's files, it is respectfully 
r econmended-that„the^ ur-eau_take. the, necessary steps, to, obtain custqdy^of , „ 
the GeneralJs^filM ^eith e if these^ari^hx^^ghe^. 

This action on the part of .the Bureau woSS'liccompl^^ • . " 

, - * (a) Obviate the possibility of any other Governmental 
Agency, ' quasirGovernmsntal, Agency ,or. individual' of coming into possession of 
these files and thereby make' available to them a source of information on - 
matters coming within the Bureau's jurisdiction. - ... 

' ( b ) It would afford to General VAN DEMAN__a.. feeling pf_^ 

satisfaction that the Bureau does have an Interest- in taking -possession of 
his files, since he considers his work of_some^value^ and jtakes pride in "the 
Director's and Bureau^ r s_friendshi.p . „ 



•Director " ~. 10-5-51 

Be: GMERAX R. H. VAN. DEU&N, Retired ' ' ' V\ ,- 

(c) The library of the People's World could be 
incorporated into the Bureau's library." _ — , 

(2) In taking possession of these materials it would not _ 
be necessary for the Bureau to incorporate the General's materials into 
the- Bureau 1 s, files and indices . it is respectfully recommended that . 
these materials, be kept intact and that they be, . used as reference : 
materials .either" in the San Diego Office, or at the Washington headquarters 



I arrived in San Diego labs October 1, 195l> and in view of J- 
the importance of the contact- with'- General I arranged interview 

with him oh October 3, '1951 ♦ ' '--'"*■;-''"•-." . '-■ ■ " \ : . 

I trust that, any delay that" may haverbeen-occasioned in this 
matter- by my late arrival in San Diego has - not caused you or the Bureau 
any inconvenience. : : ■ ■ • .... ' 
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Niemorandum • united st^, government 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



2fr. D. 2f. Zadd 



2fr. 4. S, Bel 




date: October 11, 1951 



GE NERAL R. 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

PURPOSE: 



RETIRED 



Tolson 



, To advise of nct,i an--t&ken^ji~th£~pa&£- in 

r e^gjxLJM^Jbpuxi^^ eman±s~JJJ,jz s 

and to set oui^h e^oA&ejui&MjPJis o f SAO J, F, San -bo 
rejga rdin g„ these_ .fi 1 es, * 

DETAILS : 

Background 




offered to make 
(65-1242$):: 




Since his & retirement in 1929, General l/an^Deman ^ ■ 
has been coll ectingj filing data on the subversive actipitiespO 
of individuals, groups and organisations. The Generkj£jt§a&#y 
on a number of occasions,- offered to s make his entire files 
available to the Bureau, 



'A memorandum, of SA ' J, K, Mumford to you dafbed 
July .19,^1945, disclosed that the in dices of the files 



/ 



b,y,..SA..S, 



"TT^D&rwort 
~J[0Jkrma- 



o dj Sdn~Diego .'"'California, during 19A1. 

t ton .of inte rest was set out in ^Bureau reno_rJ; s . DOJ^wor t 
a dv ised M th at ft.&^ax CIaEt.aijka^^ h e 

files, ~~Ac cord i ng to this memorandum, S AC Murphy advi sed 
telephonically on July 19, 1945, that i t was his pers onal 
1| r eaction tha t. ,j£fo_e7ie ._iaas^jQ^^ 

I wh i oh.wa s no.t^i.n th p. lpn^siP..^5^nxi—of^^^v^(>.cuL . Murphy 
stated he -thought the Bureau should go along with the 
Yfar Department in connection with its desire to take over 
the General's files. Ifie^ Pi rector noted the following o n 
t he abo ve-mentioned memorSS&mrn — "T -ittr rfazj,.* ; '" i. .«r * nmpj-J >.i.ng 

, _— — ■ — - «£" — -j— - - a 



we should 
all 



now 

pertinent - 



stay entirely out o f. 



be', immaterial 

y— - ; 



Wg^eriaJt^jwy]^^ 



°S,RESXSJ^iljJ m 



to us, H." (65-1242-8) 



have 
oj&ld 



By letter dated July 23, 1945, in -gorirfiection 
with the di sposition of the records and f&le's of^General" 
Van Demdn in the event of his death, th'e"San^Di ego Division! 1 

Bureau does not have an "^interest in any , 
military authorities may" now take in' tnis 
Serial 8) 



was advised "The 
action which' the 
matter." (Ibid, 



Attachment 





» 



By letter from the Los Angeles Office dated 
September 24 3 1951 3 and Burea u tel. d Qted^Jtetqbej' 1 9 
1951 j SAO Santoiana Mas^nsffi 
matter cP/ 1 
andjxi^^ 

p revi ousTy jirF^ The SAO 

was also instructed to advise as to the desirability of 
obtaining photostatic copies of pertinent material in the 
event it was not feasible to obtain complete custody of 
the files. 

By memorandum dated October 5, 1951 3 at San 

Diego 3 which is attached hereto, .?4(7 Santnian a a djusted 

c oiicJ2Xja£iijg_J^ nd 
r.nlnnel Zaali^.^^EoxajeM r mJJL — S^Aimy. ! Z^eMlrMj' and hi s 
e x amtnat.i.on_ o/ _^ia^e^n«^-'7/ a 'H--e-s». 

Description of Files 

The files consist of app roximately 85 thous and 
4 by 6 ca.nd.s^JLMXji}p^ 

name ^of.jMk^JSMI32,j&^AS^^^A * -A sepa rate sectio n is 
mai n'-SSined re gardin_g_^ LzguMi^jrt~t.tons . The cards bear a 
brief synopsis of information which was received by 
letter 3 from publications, informant reports or similar 
sources. Following each statement appears symbols which 
identify the source 3 date received and the file reference 
where the letter or report is filed. A s informat ion 
arrumit 7 °* , "^^itlnnn 1 , .nr^a /rr g i' py-* +.hn.n +.he> r e 
may be as..maj/^ a^^^ to 
a pa r ticul ^Ij y^o^jjJi&JB^Z^ n • 

The b uM^pf^an^DeM ved 
by let teiLS-fromlvajL ijm^ajzj^gjj^ e 
U nited S.taites. . The rel iability of th_e.se _soujiG.es. is nod b. 
set out^ Add ion for these files has been 
obtained from_j^ejjS^ems^f__^P^ and repo rt s of 

s;£s1£_jizlgLX^ report regarding un- 

American activities. The files al s-d- c i xirfcai au-ca^3l^ of 
the "Daily People [.s_JZorldJLa]cj^ttj^P.eoplj^\8 World. " 
west coast Oornn.un±sX^P&E§J'y for approximately tfke am ,pQ,st 
ten, yea r .pej ^i o d . It is noted that the Bureau has been 
receiving copies of this publication by subscription 
since 1938. Therefor e 3 these copies are available at 
the Bureau. 
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Army's Interest -in the Files 

confidential funds, have assisted in the maintenance of 

three hunbVred fifty dollars fora^ur^TaT^WTalm system 
to ' sg^^al^me^riJT: — mTr^s^T^s'CT^^^n- 
s 'Sailed > as no n e^*couT§ be located which c ouTS^beadapted 

^<L. ^ e ---€£MSS£^^M^-^g^. s » Colonel Forney advised SAO 
San i'ordna^ha^^he'h^d" no" knowledge regarding plans as to 
who 'would take custody of these, files. However, he stated 
that 0£G-Jms-Jja»a±JW£j^^ 
o f the fiMs ^Jsjmm^d^ 

Observations by SAO Santoiana 

■f 

On pages 4 through 7 of his memorandum dated 
October 5, 1951, which is attached hereto, S antoian a 
s ets f^ r^th^arg uments_ f^^ , aga i n s t n the^ Bur^gu^s iak ihg 

possessio n of ^ths3.e^.tHe.s . He poi nted^ut^hat^'^oh-- 

sidering the fact that this office has already incorporated 
in investigative reports information available in the 
General's files regarding activities of various individuals 
in years pasty together with the fact that this office is 
now engaged in obtaining much more information than is 
available to General Tan Deman, plus the fact that General 
Van Deman has not received and has thus been unable to 
furnish any subversive information in the recent past, 
the Bureau would obtain np_ji.djdi.ti onal.jj nfor.mM.oJkJi.tlji 
c urr ent natu r^e^.fJdLJP.ejrj^ " He X 

concludes his observations with the recommendation that \ 
the Bureau take steps to obtain po ssession of these files] 
either before or after the General's dea%h and maintain j 
the files intact without incorporating the contents into f 
the Bureau files and indices either in the San Diego 
Division or at the Bureau. . , 

4. J 

Observations 

Inasmuch as the San Diego Division has, over 
a period of years, obtained and incorporated in reports 
information from these files, plus the fact that Tan 
Deman has not received any subversive information in the 
recent past, it~.movJ,d.,.ap p.ear that the du pl icate effort 
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i nvolved in checking both the indices of .Van- Demo n f s 
.f iles as well as_the ij rcdzces^^ 

wgjild^^JiJbjijow In the event 

the files are taken over by the Army 3 it is assumed that 
the information in the files will be. continued to be made 
available to the San Diego Division or the Bureau when, 
needed*' 

RECOMMENDATION : 

It is recommended +.hrL±_MijjLf*au T.iai son, discuss 
itfjjftft, ; 6fc_e_ .^ ,jbheu-plan to make of-Jihe 

records" of,. Van J?e^ai^^ • 
As previously mentioned 9 CIO has been instructed to stand 
by to take over these records. 



necess^ulL' 



It should 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

MR. D. M. LADL yS <- 
A. S. BELMONTQffi®^ 



TO 



FROM 



date: November 9, 1951 



SUBJECT 



GENERAL R. H^AN^EMANj RETIRED 
SAN DIE GO j CALIFORNIA 



Tolson_ 



Tracy 

Harb o 

Belnont 

Itthr 

Tele. Rooa_ 
Kftasa 



Reference is made to my memorandum to you in the 
above-captioned matter, which indicated that the Bureau's 
Liaison Unit would c heck ..with the .A rMu^o^a-SJ3J2Jd&jm~^&t 
disposition 1rt£y^ Ju pJ^n.ed~tjaL~maJc^ 

7an^mn"after they haj^J>js„ei^taJ£en^cv&r~by~the^ the 
timirWT^erajrvti^ I* was indicated that Z 

the^cnm^Te^vns^bfucted to stand by to take over these 
records. I indicated that it would be ascertained where *kf s f JR 
records would be located and how accessible the files will&eiy' 
for Bureau examination if such is found to be necessary. ^ JA^ 



Mr. Reynolds has discuMsM^-thi§,jmtAer^wi^ 

indivi duals^t^ 8 ^^P a ^ meni - 0 ^ n ed 

that'^8. Department .of the Army, 

dTrsTo^siti^n^of^G'el^ Mr - Reynolds discussed 

th^'W^ier^wiih Gene^aljhu™ 
it was the £ttr e^ f s~l£r^ers : go^ 

take over these records? General BqMing r ^^ruc^^Ger}e^al 

We m&n%w"v°~°~oi?^^ on 

wbllld^bT^MdirT^ 

Gel^wrnralT^Bem^ General Weckerling will ascertain 

whel^^h^JTles will be located and how accessible they will be 
for Bureau examination if such is found necessary. 

ACTION : 

This matter will be followed by the Liaison Unit with 
General Weckerling, and you will be advised of any information 
obtained. 




G.I.R.-5 




snaps 



f6DH?J*B51 




I S 






Offics of 2fa© Aasisfljiaafe CMef of :-Sf$£f , i*2 



ALL FBI IHFpPIiiTniH. CONTAINED' ,i . /„ ./ 



4 n>;-y 

5. ^ . 



I&$c? s Gaa!^al £*" BolHag ". 
Assistant GMef of Sfeaff* 02 
Eopafctaant* of tb£ . 



• ;27' tosabar 1951 



: In repagrft© jftojy- letter of 23--;$©ye$Tte#* -.4* &ti^.4^6t/lgj& .to ;-• • 
state that '*Jsi6 ■ tifElgiB :ja^t?^S- : ?9W'^ol4 : ^1a^' ra&'jfattttBNpL' SSff- : .< 
. Bssfan V 'pojUS&fo visits ■ ifcea. tl&soffiaV $Iafagi*' ca$r '£tes£3@ti$ : * . ■■ 
■%©at 2».Skl Mego* - . * . , V. _ ". -~ . ••>'••- .• 




ccat dais& 23.3amary £$47^' Ifce :i8^o^cap'' **f ^#2^o^-esa«aj^4*""-'-' 
a^EteS-that this ted^^fe^ 6teuLi' >^ notifia&.of ttorT££^#a#.' 
■agreonsnts as. thay ttw© as^pletesl*- Ti^\2Ieti^ : ^fci3$ ^6 Ip^ary-:;, 





' control . of Ms files* - : €©|&#3-of .^.sv^oyre^poaa^nc©'' ara ifcelojSslU 
Viijso inciOSGd 'is a cojpy - of • the" *93»s^ .^gafclij^ -tka M ppo^tioa : ; 
..'a? these fiZes % .. Ia,th© eve^t that' tha ! S0? d«^is nofe'nejat ssith the^pw: - 
; prcval of year .officey pleasa advies* *and. c&- shall anand'lt accordingly. 

. :'I-dtoil-'3^ivo. here- ^turaay-to 'attend. i^s;4ri^r Co^mderS* ■ 
.Conference and. asj leaking £ oraard to seeing yoa ©gaSai. 

" '.; " 9 • . \^ . ." ; Sincara^;^car%-;"'. " v' c 



1* its* HQ to ,1E T2HIS>-'--. . . 

• •- ^. ., " ist'.laa (copies)' "- ' 

■' - " - 2. Ltr DI ISSS, dta;a6 
,- " ; ' *"• 47 (copy) ' • - . 

" 6& to CO,, 115th 

. ',' ; ; : -'SJet, <3td S Har. $L? task Isfe, 

•'/ .'„'>■ " • 2a3 icopios) •; ; .' \ 



GolcaQl " SS 
JiG of S> G2 . - 



■ *V - ^ ..4 Z. \ 



> HEADQUARTERS SIXTH ARMY 
Presidio of San Francisco, California 
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G2 

AMGBI-5-S1 313.6 8 March 1S$1 

SUBJECT:. General Van Deman' s Files 

All' FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
, ' ' HEREIN 15 UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-24-2009 BY 60324 "uc baw/ns/lsg 

TO: * Commanding Officer 

- Il5th CIC Detachment . 
'." " Presidio of San Francisco 
" . California 



1. Under the sponsorship of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, De- 
partment of the Army, General Van Deman has accumulated files pertaining 
to certain intelligence activities in which the Department of the Army 
has primary interest. General Van Deman has been- supported in this proj- 
ect by Army personnel and Army- funds. The G2, Sixth Army, has assigned 
Department of the Army civilian personnel to accomplish the General's ad- 
ministrative work, and the Department of the Army provides an allotment 
of funds to him to defray certain expenses incurred in his intelligence 
activities. In 19hl 3 General Van Deman informed the Department of the 
Army that arrangements had been made for the prompt notification of any 
change in his health to the Commanding General, Sixth Army, in order that 
this headquarters may assume control over the intelligence files now in 
his possession. 

2. In the event of General Van Deman' s demise or incapacitation to 
the; extent that he is unable to exercise proper control of the files, it 
is incumbent that military authorities assume that control. In such an 
event, your detachment is directed to assume control of his intelligence 
files, and you will effect the following action:. 

a. The Resident Agent of Intelligence Field Office No. 2 at San 
Diego will physically take and retain possession of the files until re- 
lieved by proper military authority. 

b. The Resident Agent of Intelligence Field Office No. 2 at San 
Diego will immediately nbtify by telephone the following peoples 

(1) Assistant Chief of Staff, G2, Sixth Army 

(2) Officer in Charge, Intelligence Field Office No* 2, 
110th CIC Detachment 

(3) Colonel L. R. Forney, USA Retired, address: 

3655 Pringle Street 
San Diego, California 
Telephone: JAckson 0332 



AMGBI-5-S1 313.6. 

SUBJECT:. General Van Dorian's Files 



8 Mar 51 



c. The senior officer at Intelligence Field Office No. 2 will 
proceed immediately to General Tan Deman's residence in San Diego, In 
the event of the General's demise, he'will take steps to move the files 
under military guard "to Headquarters, Intelligence'Field Office No, 2. 

3» It is contemplated that, upon notification of General Van Deman's 
incapacitation, an officer from the Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 
G2, Sixth Army, will proceed to San Diego to direct activities concerning 
the files, 



F. W, HEIN 
Colonel, GSC 
AC of S, G2 
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^ r Qffiw Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



MR. D. M. LADD 



A.,H. BELMO. 





0 



date: December 11, 1951 





GENERAL R. H. TAN DEMAN 3 RETIRED 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA ^ 

Reference is wide to my memorandum -bo you in the 
above-captioned matter dated November 9, 1951, which 
indicated that Mr. Reynolds had discussed the disposition 
of Van De-man' s files, in the event of his incapacity or 
death, with various individuals at G-2. It also indicated 
that General Weckerling would contact the Sixth Army to find 
out what plans had been made by the Sixth Army for this 
eventuality. 

There is attached, hereto a copy of a letter mdressei 
to General Boiling from Colonel E. S. Isaacson, G-2, Sixth Army$ 
dated November 27, 1951, and a copy of an enclosure which is a 
memorandum to the Commanding Officer of the 115th CIC Detachment 
jProrofrfteJ^ 8, u 19 51 . The encl osure 

doited, ■ MarcfiT8, 1951, sets forth the planned prWce^re^by the ' 
tffic^^ eueret of 

"his demise or incapacitation. The .Resident Agent of the Intellig- 
ence Field Office No. 2 at San Diego will physically take and 
etain possession of the files until relieved by proper military 
authority. The Resident Agent of Intelligence Field Office 
No. 2 at San Diego will immediately notify by telephone the: 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, Sixth Army; the Officer in Charge, 
Intelligence Field Office No. 2, 115th CIC Detachment} and , 
Colonel L. R. Forney, USA Retired. The files will be moved 
und'er military guard to the Headquarters of the Intelligence 
Field 6ffice No. 2. 

It would appear from the attached memorandum that G-2, 
Sixth Army, intends to retain possession of General Van Demon' s 
files in the event of his demise or incapacitation. . TheJ 'iles, 

will be. acce ssib le to the Bureau in the same manner as any" other 
information that is in the possession of G-2. 




.. ACTION: 



The Liaison Unit contemplates no further action in * 



Attachments 

DC. ■ sir 



'W» 1151 




®M* «»jfiEC 18 195? 





this matter. There is attached a letter to the Special Agent 
in Charge at San Diego with a copy to San Francisco advising 
them of this information. 

r 
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Office Memon 




o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



jro 

F 



: Director, FBI 
jfrom : SAGj San Dlego (66-881) 



DATE: 2/V^2 




subject: GENERAL. R . H^Alf-DEMAN, DECEASED 
« n r> Trifles. Hoi -t frt-prn' a b2 

^^m^&m Previously Maintained San Diego) 

Rebulet to San Diego 1/28/52. , 

STANLEY H. CHILDS, SAC, lljjth .CIC Detachment^^an* Diego, 
received immediate ^--instructions from -the Presidio of 
San Francisco to package and crate the files maintained 
by General VAN DEMAN for transmittal to the Presidio of. . 
San Francisco. .' 

At the Intelligence Conference on January 31, 1952 Mr. 
CHILDS advised the files were ready for shipment to 
San Francisco. He advised on February 1, 19^2 that the 
files left San Diego at 3*l5 p.m. and would, arrive in 
San Francisco on February 1}., 1952. Mr. CHILDS had hot 
received information relative to the ultimate disposition 
of General VAN DEMAN files. He stated he had recommended 
in his communications with the Presidio that the files 
be maintained in such a manner that they could be easil; 
utilized for ready reference purposes. 



The above is for the information of the Bureau and 
interested offices and it is suggested the San Francisco 
Office determine from the Intelligence Division of the * 
Army at the presidio what the ultimate disposition of 
these files is going to be. 

It is further recommended that once the disposition of 
these files is ascertained all offices be notified 
bv the Bu reau that the information previously attributed 

~| in San Diego reports be obtained from the office 
wnicn will cover the final location of the "files., 




COL:SSB 

cc— Los Angeles 
San Francisco 



ALL CONTAINED 



HERON 13 
DM 








'. San .Diego . (66-3&L) • \. - , : 



(iBl Ei fir --TO 



b2 .. 
b7D/ 




. • ■ i 



\ - = ^urlet 'da^e^ February k l 195? * »/, - 

' . I •, : .;Th^ Bureau does j not feel :that it is necessary 
on the "basis of present information, to notify all offices , 



, ______ _ , it; vjxii oe satixsiactory au we .present* ••ts-ajme, , b7D 

V .;' for you to advise only those offices 'naviug a' ; continuing ' >, , 
interest in -these files of their location- atttf. availability* .. v, , 
-.;.*. V',' . If your Office receives a number of requests ; from other , , " • • 
:, • v ..field offices for information from these -files the Bureau 
•••„• '. •/ : ' *'•'• will give furth^-. consideration t^ this problem at that 



time, .-■ 

t ".. . • i ... ^ , ..„•. ; '■• 

• : ' . ' -' , - '■ V ' ' . ' ': 

- > ; cc -*• Los Angeles ; 
cc - San Ifran cisco; 



GFM:mb T 




/ 



U*^ 

. Nich<sis_ 

Belabnt_ 

Qia7lii__ 
Karto 



vTrao y - , 
'■Kohri 
'Tew. fto.; 

Gandy_ 



-~ ';- • - '-3' ' ', : ■< S£ 

~ • ! .. *-£ CD 



■ • ■•- v , • •• -.-'-;'•-• •*'-•• ■•■ *py°$ r r . ... : .- f ■■>■■. 

..; f -' - 

" " •■ • < '■ ' " -.<. .... ' " " «,-.«, " 



■4: M't5M9S2f ;; 



. Ww^tif^ 



■•;C?7 



i:v.;£; V Sail" piega"!* Qaiifornia ' ",. . „ 




' Director, 5BI 




i 
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STATES 
DEFUSE 

$30NDS 
VSTAMPS 




,,v V V. - „: - 



r <»H 




BUREAU. OF INVESTIGA^' ^ \ 
TED STATES ffifARTMENT OR *Jl: W \ - 



0-9 




AIR TEL 



To: C(MIUNIGATIONS SECTION. V MAR0H 8, 1955 _____ 
Transmit the following message to': SAC, LOS A1IGELES (lij.0-1200) 



HSR0IT R1ED W^OT, - inTEROT,' SOB* HBEP^IRSEL : &/V$M$ 9 . AHD ; 
DECEASED / I SI1TCE IEFO ATTRIBUTED Tol I 



IK REPORT- OF SA 



DATED 2/9/^, 



■ b2 
'■ :b6 
\b7C 
- b7D 



DELATES TO CTOTS; OTHIfS TRM'THE --IBgPLOtiEgj ^ilIfd; : AffiTRIB03?EB 



SHOULD BE DELETED -KSOM THE Ri?ORT* 



• 4 • 



4- 



HOOVER 




lij.0-7.l39 

WW: me 
(7) 



<6-^^r65-12ij.2 - R et Ralph: .r; Van Ipeman 1 ' — 



, , ( 1) 9ij--3.751i|-" - Re : Ralph - R, Van Demah 
V (1) Mr. Rose - Room ,1243 .' : - 



- Note: In report submitted' 2/17/5& by la. it was reported that 



b2 ' 
,b7D 



Tolson . 



'Boardman i 

Nichols u 

' . - Belmont _! — ■ 

, - HarTin- ; 

' - ' Mohr ■ - ' - 



Parsons . 

Rosen 

Ta'mm 



Sizoo __ 

■. *; Winterrowd . 
■ Tele.^Room 

Holloma'n ^_ 
, Gandy 




VEU.OW 
DUPLICATE 

:1M> -1950 



SENT: VIA 



Per; 



jn - 



. Belmont 
.Bauingardner 
Rose ~-. ~ 




SAO,, San Diego : r ' S , • April 6'* 1955 

' ;„ < .ALL IRFORMATJON COMTAIHEQ ; 

Director,' FBI ,: AiiKLlii" IS ^CLASSIFIED 

* '} MJOH^GEI^ERAL RALPH gAjrgjMlLZ_f ^W 7 ^^ 




b7D' 



• 2 co Los Angeles < *■ • •; 


APR;} 1 1955 




: 2 cc San Francisco , '• 


1 MAlLEIfrgfr^ 





Tolson __: 
Boardman . 
Nichols 
Belmont' _; 



Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons . 
Rosen _ 
Tamm _ 
Sizoo 



Winterrowd , 
■Tele. Room 
Holloman 



See/memo to Boardman from Belmont" kr5~55 BFR:o;jl£ 



BFR:pa 
(11) 



i a J 



55, W 6 





•r 



Yon 'stinnT^ hnfttlnne to utilize information : . 
lirLJsreraf ying- Information b 7 d . 



Of Investigative leads. 



. ill offices that Have oeen ifiirnlsfcea ; 



information derived 



Ktved r 
% in al 



that has not 



heen classified in aeeoraance mxn -cne above 
; , Instructions; shoald Tie .afivised of the Bareaa f s 
V' •^recommendation In. this <tf 



< fa 




if-Mrf Bosrdmaii_il 
Sir. Nichola__ 



ALL INFORMATION CO NTA1NEQ FEDERAL BUREAU 0F investigation 



HEREIN ^^ l? ^^^>^^^^St^f DEPARTMENT 0F jus^ce 



DATE. 



•b2 



FBI, SAN FRANCISCO (66/-3182) XSL 5>K 3/b6 ? 

'b7C 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: b7D 
'DIRECTOR, FBI * ^ AIRTEL 



MAJOR GENERAL RALPH H. VAN DEMAN, DECEASED, 




Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Harbo. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr/Ml^ 




Mr. Winterrowi. 

Tele. Room 

,Mr. Holloman 

is Gaudy . 



u 1 vtr 



INFORMATION CONCERNING. BY AIRTEL DATED 2/l»/55 ENTITlKl) " HYRON 

— ' ' ">es>< 

WARREN, INTERIOR,' SGE, BUDED 1/26/55," SAN DIEGO SET FORTH INFORMATION 



THAT IN A LOS ANGELES REPORT CONCERNING 



IRENJ 



HFC:hko (10) 
cc: Bufile 



cc: SF File ll|.0-1306 (" - \ ^\)^ v i 

2c c: LOS ANGELES (llj.0- WARREN) wr - VAN DEMANjJJffiG-. ) i^^^A 
2cc: SAN DIEGO (l - VAN DEMAN 1 (l - lkp-335) (REG.) (AMI 



(MYRON - RE^D^^RRE^ '^^P^f^llS ^/ 



» \ 



#/* - 



Jr. RoSQQ. 

Approved : 
Mr. Belmont I 




Special Agent in Charge 




Sent . ^<f^ jk. Per 



(iff I 




' Office IS/LcfftOTandtim • united states government 



ToUon . 




urmjH crr : MA .TOR GK 



NERAL RALPH .B.tvA lfa. 



ffinterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Holloman 

Gan $ ^ 



b7D 



Encl©supd^|^^ - * Following* Van Daman's death his files were 

turned over to. G-2. 

BFR:ojk ..»."•* 

cc - Mr. Boardman 

Mr» Belmont or^non 
.Baumgardner 



MR ^\# Si »APR15t95S 1 




RECOMMENDATIONS : 

in view of the above facts it is recommended as 



follows : 



1 ^ Tn nntimHaTino T.H-hhf 



b7D 



ACTION; 



Subject to your approval there is attached a letter 
for transmittal to the San Diego Office in accordance with the 
above recommendations. 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1762 EDITION. 
GS^»BEN. «EG. NO. 37 



r 



United states 4o^fc. 

Memorandum 



JMENT 



TO 



Mr. Mohr 



from s t. E. Bisho 




ALL INFORMATION CflfflWf 
HERElHl^u^SSlFJED 
l ATE_>™^BY J 



subject: SOURCE FILES OF MAJOR GENERAL 
RALPH Hf V AN DKMAN. — .. 




|^ard^allopan s of the W s ashjngtonJ|u^^^ 
telephoned my office and spoke with Bland August 12, 1971. Halloran said 
that he has received information from a source that former General Ralph 
Van Deman had been head of Military (Army) Intelligence during World War 
I and retired from the Army in 1929 when he set up files regarding information 
he had accumulated concerning security and subversive matters. Halloran 
said that these files were continued as operating files by the General until his 
death in 1952. He said that he had received information that such files 
contained confidential reports of Military (Army) Intelligence, as well as * 
FBI confidential information. Halloran wanted to know if the FBI furnished £p 
confidential information and reports to General Van Deman when he wajsla ~? 
civilian and, if so, under what authority. j^^^^fP^^u^ 

1 Bureau files show that General Van Deman did have extensive files 
concerning security information and that information from these files and ' 
coming to the attention of General Van Deman of interest to the FBI's 
responsibilities was furnished to us over the years. Upon General Van Demands 

1 death such files were taken over by Army Intelligence (G-2) . @Eu» files also 12b** 
show in a memorandum dated July 19, 1945, that a decision was made that 
the FBI should definitely not accept custody of the files and set forth, the fact 
that the files had been reviewed by , the Bureau and all matters of interest to 
the FBI were already in our possession. There was no indication in this 
memorandum that the files contained any confidential information or reports 
of the FBI at that time £ fc , - A 



\ 



1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. Sullivan « ^ mm \ 
1 - Mr. Bishop 0 (CONTINUE D- OVER) 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. M. A. Jones 



JFB:asg — * 




- - 65-1242 w \F 





IT 

(?S AUG 25 1971 




a 

w. 

i~1 
W 

>t 

8. 

u 

I 



V 

Bishop to Mohr memorandum 
Re: Source Files of Major General 
Ralph H. Van Deman 



Halloran was asked to identify his source indicating that the 
files contained Military Intelligence reports and FBI information, which he 
refused. He was told that there was absolutely no truth to the infexeneel that 
the FBI disseminated information to General Van Deman and it was clearly 
impressed upon him that the FBI does not disseminate to unauthorized sources. 
It was c3ESSSr pointed out to Halloran that any other questions he might have 
concerning the so-called Van Deman source files would have to be taken up 
with Army Intelligence. 
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Routing Slip 

0-7 (Rev. 12-17-73) 



(Copies to Offices Checked) " -» - <£ 



TO: SAC: 

•□ Albany 
I I Albuquerque 
I I Alexandria 
I I Anchorage 
I I Atlant.a 
I I Baltimore 
I | Birmingham 
p~| Boston 

□ Buffalo 
| — | Butte 

I | Charlotte 
I I Chicago 
| | Cincinnati 
| | Cleveland 
| | Columbia 
| — | Dallas 
| | Denver 
| | Detroit 

□ El Paso 

I | Honolulu 



I I Houston 

I I Indianapolis 

I I Jackson 

I I Jacksonville 

I I Kansas City 

I | Knoxville 

I I Las Vegas 

I | Little Rock 

I I Los Angeles 

I I Louisville 

I | Memphis 

I I Miami 

I | Milwaukee 

I I Minneapolis 

I I Mobile 

I I Newark 

I I New Haven 

I | New Orleans 

| | New York City 

I — | Norfolk 



RE: 



o 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

1= 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portl and 
Richmond 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
Jan Diego 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 
Tampa 

Washington Field 
Quantico 



TO LEGAT: 

I I Beirut 

I I Bern 

I I Bonn 

I I Brasilia 

I I Buenos Aires 

I I Caracas 

I I Hong Kong 

I I London 

I I Madrid 

I i Manila 

I I Mexico City 

I I Ottawa 

I I Paris 

I I Rome 

I I Singapore 

f~l Tel Aviv 

r~~l Tokyo 



1/30/75 



Date 



ALBERT JASON LIMA 
SM - CPUSA (CC) (NC) 



Retention X For appropriate 
| | For information □ optional □ action □ Surep, by 

| | The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, fjj] conceal all 
sources, paraphrase contents. 

| | Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 

dated 

Remark s: 

Your next communication in this matter 
should include a statutory predication of the 
case. 






ALL INFORKATIOH CQHTAIIED 

HEBE IN IS TJHCLASSIFIED 

DATE 02-24-2009 EY 60324 uc baw/rs/lsg 



NOT RECORDED 

m FEB 3 1975 

t 7FtB6 1975 



